
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title: Using Grammar Instruction to Improve Writing       
   
Grade appropriate: 7-12, with adaptations for younger grades  
 
Approximate Length of time to complete lesson/unit:   
Ongoing (but flexible) instruction over a minimum of 4 weeks of Harry Noden’s Image Grammar; a 
second idea using game “You’ve Been Sentenced” can be introductory or supplementary. 
 
Learning objectives and significance of lesson: 
Both the larger Image Grammar instruction and the use of the game will achieve the following: 
TLW recognize sentences as being formed with grammatical choices 
TLW explore how writing is affected by grammatical choices 
TLW analyze particular grammatical choices based on Harry Noden’s Image Grammar 
TLW manipulate and experiment with grammatical construction through activity (game) and 
revision exercises. 
 
Brief summary/outline: 
The game, “You’ve Been Sentenced,” can be used as an introductory or supplementary lesson for 
exploration of how words fit together to form grammatically correct sentences.  Senior High 
students can also discuss how language is “hardwired” into our brains in such a way that we are 
able to speak in our native languages without conscious thought for the grammar rules of the 
language.  English Language Learners would benefit from the game because it would allow them 
to see the different forms of words on the 5-sided cards. 
 
The lesson is based on Harry Noden’s Image Grammar and the suggestion that writing, as art, is 
constructed through effective and purposeful use of “brush strokes.”  In a series of lessons and 
much practice, students will learn 5 core grammatical techniques to apply to their own writing in 
the writing and revision process.  They include using participles, absolutes, appositives, adjectives 
out of order, and active voice/ verbs.  Noden’s book provides an excellent explanation of these 
terms; a one-page handout in included. 
 
Related Resources: 
Noden, Harry.  Image Grammar:  Using Grammatical Structures to Teach Writing.  Boynton/ 

Cook/Heinemann, 1999. 
“You’ve Been Sentenced” card game, published by McNeil Designs for Brighter Minds tm available 

through Amazon or at bookstores.  McNeillBrighterMinds.com 
 
Possible extensions or adaptations for different purposes/student needs: 
Primary grades could use Noden’s ideas to create a toolbox of writing and revision options.  
English Language Learners would enjoy playing the game and creating sentences with a variety of 
words and forms. 
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For additional information, contact:  
Sherri Larson:  sherril@stma.k12.mn.us 

 


